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This pamphlet has been prepared by the Cochise County Elections/Special Districts Office to provide general information to persons seeking election to a public office within Cochise County.

Revised August 2009
PRIMARY ELECTION CALENDAR 2010
   

         
CANDIDATE PACKETS AVAILABLE

THURSDAY
FEBRUARY 25
LAST DAY TO SUBMIT TO COUNTY RECORDER NEW 





PARTY PETITIONS FOR SIGNATURE VERIFICATION 





AT 5:00 PM (A.RS.16-803)
TUESDAY
APRIL 6

LAST DAY TO FILE VERIFIED PETITION SIGNATURES 





WITH SECRETARY OF STATE AT 5:00 PM (A.R.S. 16-803)

MONDAY
APRIL 26

NOTICE FROM SECRETARY OF STATE OFFICE LISTING 





OFFICES WHICH ARE OPENING FOR ELECTION





(A.R.S. 16-202)

MONDAY
APRIL 26

FIRST DATE FOR PARTISAN PRIMARY CANDIDATES 





TO FILE PAPERS – 120 DAYS (PETITIONS, NOMINATION





PAPER, AFFIDAVIT OF QUALIFICATION, STATEMENT OF





UNDERSTANDING, FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE)





(A.R.S. 16-311, 16-314,16-905, 38-541)

WEDNESDAY MAY 26

LAST DATE FOR CANDIDATE FILING (A.R.S. 16-311, 






16-314, 16-905, 38-541)

TUESDAY
JUNE 01

FIRST DATE TO FILE JUNE 30 CAMPAIGN

                                                 
FINANCE REPORT (A.R.S. 16-913(B) (1), 16-916(D))

FRIDAY
JUNE 30   

LAST DATE TO FILE JUNE 30 CAMPAIGN FINANCE





REPORT (A.R.S. 16-913(B) (1), 16-916(D))

THURSDAY
JULY 15

LAST DATE FOR PRIMARY ELECTION WRITE‑IN 





CANDIDATES TO FILE (A.R.S. 16-312)

MONDAY
JULY 26

LAST DAY TO REGISTER TO VOTE IN THE 






PRIMARY ELECTION AT MIDNIGHT (A.R.S. 16-120) 

 THURSDAY 
JULY 29

EARLY VOTING BEGINS FOR PRIMARY






ELECTION (A.R.S. 16-545)

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 04

FIRST DAY FOR CANDIDATES PAPERS FILING 





TO RUN FOR RETENTION
 (A.R.S. 16-331)

THURSDAY
AUGUST 5

FIRST DATE TO FILE PRE‑PRIMARY

                                                  
ELECTION CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORT






(A.R.S. 16-913(B) (2))

THURSDAY
AUGUST 12 

LAST DATE TO FILE PRE‑PRIMARY ELECTION





CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORT (A.R.S. 16-913(B) (2))

FRIDAY
AUGUST 13

LAST DAY TO REQUEST A BALLOT BY MAIL






(A.R.S. 16-542(D))

FRIDAY 
AUGUST 20

LAST DAY TO VOTE AT ON-SITE LOCATION 

(A.R.S. 16-542(D))

TUESDAY
AUGUST 24
PRIMARY ELECTION (A.R.S. 16-201)

FRIDAY
SEPTEMBER 03
LAST DAY FOR CANDIDATE PAPERS FILING TO 






RUN FOR RETENTION (A.R.S.16-331)

TUESDAY
SEPTEMBER 14
FIRST DATE TO FILE POST‑PRIMARY ELECTION





CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORT (A.R.S. 16-913(B) (3)) 

THURSDAY
SEPTEMBER 23
LAST DATE TO FILE POST‑PRIMARY ELECTION





CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORT (A.R.S. 16-913(B) (3)) 
GENERAL ELECTION CALENDAR 2010
MONDAY
JULY 5

FIRST DATE FOR NONPARTISAN CANDIDATES





TO FILE NOMINATION PETITIONS & PAPERS





(A.R.S. 16-311(B))

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 4

LAST DATE FOR NONPARTISAN CANDIDATES





TO FILE NOMINATION PAPERS (A.R.S. 16-311(B))

THURSDAY
SEPTEMBER 23
LAST DATE FOR GENERAL ELECTION

WRITE‑IN CANDIDATES TO FILE AT 5:00 PM

(A.R.S. 16-312) 

THURSDAY
OCTOBER 7

EARLY VOTING FOR GENERAL ELECTION





BEGINS (A.R.S. 16-545) 

MONDAY
OCTOBER 04

LAST DAY TO REGISTER TO VOTE IN 






GENERAL ELECTION (A.R.S. 16-120)

THURSDAY
OCTOBER 14

FIRST DATE TO FILE PRE‑GENERAL ELECTION





CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTS (A.R.S. 16-913(B) (2))

THURSDAY
OCTOBER 21

LAST DATE TO FILE PRE‑GENERAL ELECTION





CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTS (A.R.S. 16-913(B) (2)) 

FRIDAY
OCTOBER 22

LAST DAY TO REQUEST A BALLOT BY MAIL






(A.R.S. 16-542(D))

FRIDAY 
OCTOBER 29

LAST DAY TO VOTE AT ON-SITE LOCATION 

(A.R.S. 16-542(D))

TUESDAY
NOVEMBER 02

GENERAL ELECTION (A.R.S. 16-211)

TUESDAY
NOVEMBER 23
FIRST DATE TO FILE POST‑GENERAL ELECTION





CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTS (A.R.S. 16-913(B) (3)) 

THURSDAY
DECEMBER 02
LAST DATE TO FILE POST‑GENERAL ELECTION 





CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTS (A.R.S. 16-913(B) (3)) 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR OFFICE
GENERAL PROVISIONS:

Any person, to be eligible for a county office, must be at least eighteen years of age, a resident of the state, a qualified elector of the district which he/she proposes to represent and must be able to read and write the English language.  (A.R.S. § 11‑402)

RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS:

The following officers (A.R.S. 11-404) shall be a resident of the state, an elector of the county or precinct in which the duties of the office are to be exercised:

1. Judge of the Superior Court

2. Treasurer and ex officio tax collector

3. Clerk of the Board of Supervisors (not an elected position)

4. Sheriff

5. Assessor

6. County Attorney

7. Recorder

8. School Superintendent

9. Public Defender (not an elected position)

QUALIFICATIONS OF COUNTY OFFICERS:

Board of Supervisors

Individuals seeking election to the office of the Board of Supervisors shall be a qualified elector of their supervisory district.  (A.R.S. § 11-211A.)

County School Superintendent  

Individuals seeking election to the office of County School Superintendent must hold a regular certificate to teach in the schools of Arizona and meet the general qualifications for county offices.  (A.R.S § 15‑301)

County Attorney 

Individuals seeking election to the office of County Attorney must be an attorney at law, licensed and in good standing in Arizona and meet the general qualifications for county offices.  (A.R.S § 11‑531)

Superior Court Judge

Individuals seeking election to the office of Superior Court Judge must be at least 30 years of age, of good moral character, admitted to the practice of law in and a resident of the State of Arizona for 5 years preceding their taking office, an elector of the county in which the duties of the office are to be exercised and able to read and write the English language.  (Arizona State Constitution, Article VI, Section 22)

Clerk of the Board
No specific statutory requirements other than being a qualified elector of the county.
QUALIFICATIONS FOR GOVERNING BOARD  

Community College Governing Board Members

Individuals seeking election to the governing body of a community college must be a qualified elector within the precinct in which the duties are to be exercised. Employees of a community college district or their spouses are not eligible to serve as a member of the governing board of the district. A county officer listed in A.R.S 11-401 is not eligible to serve as a community college district governing board member during his/her term of office.  (A.R.S. § 15‑1441)

School District Governing Board Members

Individuals seeking election to the governing body of a school district must be a registered voter of the state and a resident of the school district for one year immediately proceeding the day of election. An employee or spouse of an employee of a school district is not eligible to serve as a member of the governing board of the district.  (A.R.S. § 15‑421)

Special District Governing Board Members

Individuals seeking election to the governing body of a fire district must be, and during incumbency must remain, a qualified elector of the district.  (A.R.S. § 48‑802)

Individuals seeking election to the governing board of a hospital district must be real property owners within the district and cannot be an elective or appointive state, county or city official.
(A.R.S. Section 48‑1908)

Individuals seeking election to the governing body of a water improvement district must be a qualified elector of the district.  (A.R.S § 48‑1012)

Individuals seeking election to the governing body of a sanitary improvement district must be a qualified elector of the district.  (A.R.S § 48-2010A)

COCHISE COUNTY ELECTED POSITIONS OPEN FOR ELECTION IN 2010
Terms Expire December 31, 2010                                 New Terms begin January 1, 2011
OFFICE



CURRENT ELECTED OFFICIAL
SUPERIOR COURT:

Judge, Division 1


Charles Irwin
Judge, Division 2


Stephen M. Desens

Judge, Division 3


Wallace Hoggatt
CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR COURT:






Denise Lundin

JUSTICE COURTS:

Precinct #1

Justice of the Peace

David C. Morales


Constable


Joseph McNealy
Precinct #2


Justice of the Peace

Alma Vildosola


Constable




Precinct #3


Justice of the Peace

Joseph Knoblock

Constable




Precinct #4


Justice of the Peace

Trevor Ward

Constable


Robert I. Stewart II
Precinct #5


Justice of the Peace 

Tim Dickerson


Constable


Rick Tutor

Precinct #6



Justice of the Peace

Michael Skiles

Constable


Bruce Austin
PRECINCT COMMITTEEPERSONS

(On Primary Ballot only - partisan)

COMMUNITY COLLEGE GOVERNING BOARD:

(On General Ballot only- nonpartisan)
District 2



Don Hudgins
SCHOOL DISTRICT GOVERNING BOARDS

(On General Ballot only – nonpartisan – file with Cochise County School Superintendent’s Office)

SPECIAL DISTRICT GOVERNING BOARDS

(On General Ballot only – nonpartisan)

FILING AND FORMS 

All forms required by law to be filed by candidates are available at the Elections/Special Districts Office, 3rd floor, Old High School Building or can be downloaded from the Secretary of State’s Web Page, www.azsos.gov.  Signature requirements are based on a percentage of qualified electors on March 1st
(A.R.S. 16-322.B) and will not be available until after that date. 

The Initial Candidate Packet will include: A Cochise County Candidate Pamphlet, the Secretary of States – Candidate and Political Committee Handbook, the $500 Threshold Exception Statement, and the Statement of Organization in order to establish a campaign committee.  After reviewing the information, a candidate/political committee must file either the $500 Threshold Exemption Statement or the Statement of Organization.  Once a committee is established, the candidate including school board candidates will then receive a second packet from the Elections/Special Districts Office.  

The Second Packet will include:  Petitions, the Nomination Paper, Affidavit of Qualification, Campaign Finance Laws Statement, the Financial Disclosure Statement Forms, Instructions and Statutes on Filing the Financial Disclosure Statement, the Master Copies of the Political Committee Forms & Campaign Finance Report Schedule, and the Secretary of States - Campaign Contribution and Expenditure Booklet.  Along with this material, the packet will contain a Maximum Contributions Allowed Chart and the Signature Requirements for each office appearing on the ballot. 

REMEMBER:  A candidate must file the Statement of Organization for a Campaign Committee or $500 Threshold Exception Statement before accepting contributions, making expenditures, distributing campaign literature or circulating petitions.  A candidate must then present the Nomination Petitions with at least the minimum number of signatures required along with the Nomination Paper, Affidavit of Qualification, Statement of Understanding and a Financial Disclosure Statement. Additional Nomination Petitions will be accepted until 5:00 P.M. on the last date of filing.

CANDIDATES MUST FILE ALL PAPERWORK WITH THE ELECTIONS/SPECIAL DISTRICTS OFFICE, 3rd FLOOR, OLD HIGH SCHOOL BLDG., BISBEE (except school district governing board candidates who file with the Cochise County School Superintendent’s Office but filing of Campaign Finance paperwork with Elections/Special Districts).
PETITIONS

The nomination petition is the form used for obtaining the required number of signatures of qualified electors in order for the candidate to have his/her name placed on the official ballot (A.R.S.16-314.B). In accordance to (A.R.S. 16-315) the nomination petition shall be fourteen inches wide by eight and one-half inches long.  The circulator must be qualified to register to vote in this state, should read the instructions found on the back of the petition and follow them carefully. Qualified electors signing a petition must sign as registered, giving actual address or description of place of residence, City, Town or Post Office, and date of signing. Blank petitions may be duplicated but the original petition used must be on a form supplied by the Cochise County Elections/Special Districts Office or downloaded from the Secretary of State’s Office, www.azsos.gov.  
Partisan Nomination Petition (Primary Election)

This petition is used for party nomination in the primary election. Each person signing the petition must be a qualified elector of the state, a member of the same political party or registered as no party preference or independent as the party preference or registered with a political party that is not qualified for representation on the ballot and a resident in the political division or district of the candidate (A.R.S. 16-321.C & 16-314.C)
Non-partisan Nomination Petition

This petition is used to nominate a person to a particular office within a political division or district regardless of party affiliation. Each person signing must be a qualified elector and resident of the division or district of the candidate.

Nomination Other Than By Primary Petition

Any qualified elector who is not a registered member of a political party that is recognized by the County may be nominated as a candidate for public office other than by primary election. Petitions shall be signed only by electors who have not signed the nomination petition of a candidate for the office to be voted for at the Primary Election. Nomination petitions filed under this method may be circulated at any time but must be filed at the same time and in the same manner as candidates seeking nomination at the Primary Election (A.R.S. 16-341.A-C)
A VOTER MAY SIGN AS MANY CANDIDATE PETITIONS EQUAL TO THE NUMBER TO BE ELECTED WITHIN THAT OFFICE.  FOR EXAMPLE, IN SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS, IF THERE ARE THREE SEATS UP FOR ELECTION, A VOTER MAY SIGN UP TO THREE CANDIDATE PETITIONS. 

NOMINATION PAPER, AFFIDAVIT OF QUALIFICATION,

CAMPAIGN FINANCE LAWS STATEMENT 
The first section of this three-part form is the nomination paper. In a primary election the candidate must state office, party affiliation date of primary election, date of general election and residency requirements. If a nonpartisan election, the candidate must state office, date of election and residency requirements.  The second section of the form is the affidavit of qualification. Residence must be listed as well as mailing address if different, and the exact manner in which the candidate desires to have his/her name appears on the official ballot.  These two sections must be signed by the candidate and notarized.  The third section is the Campaign Finance Laws Statement requiring only the candidate's signature.

 NOTE: Names printed on the official ballot are limited to last name, first and middle names. Abbreviations, initials and nicknames are permissible, but in no event shall nicknames, abbreviations or initials suggest reference to professional, fraternal, religious or military titles. Abbreviated names or nicknames may be printed with quotation marks. The candidates' last name will always appear first on the official ballot.

WRITE‑IN CANDIDATES

Any person desiring to become a write‑in candidate for an elective office in any elections shall file a nomination paper signed by the candidate and notarized, giving his place of residence and post office address, age, length of residence in the state, date of birth (A.R.S.16-321.A), office candidate wishes to be write‑in candidate for, including division, type of election (Primary or General) and date election is to be held and your name as you wish it to be counted from the write-in ballot (A.R.S.16-311.A). Write-in candidates must also complete a financial disclosure statement, signed & notarized (Note: See Financial Disclosure Statement Handbook). The nomination paper & financial disclosure statement must then be filed with the Elections/Special District Department no later than 40 days prior to the election (A.R.S.16-312.B). 
FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

The Financial Disclosure Statement form must be completed by every public officer as a matter of public record, for the preceding twelve months, signed by the candidate and notarized (A.R.S.38-542). Please refer to the “Instructions for Financial Disclosure Statements” Handbook. Forms are included in the candidate's packet and in the handbook which are supplied by the Elections/Special Districts Department.


CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES

Itemized and detailed statements of campaign contributions and expenditures must be filed by each candidate's campaign committee. Candidates receiving and/or expending less than $500.00 may file a $500 Threshold Exception Statement (A.R.S.16-903). When a candidate’s campaign committee or political committee that has filed a $500 exemption statement receives contributions or makes expenditures of more than $500, the committee shall file a Statement of Organization within 5 days after exceeding the $500 limit (A.R.S.16-902.01 & 16-903). 

Candidates who intend to receive contributions or make expenditures of more than $500 in connection with a campaign shall designate a political campaign committee by filing a Statement of Organization. All required filing forms can be obtained from the Elections/Special Districts Office.

Special Note:  Failure to properly register as a political committee or to report campaign contributions and expenditures, as required by law, will be reported to the Cochise County Attorneys Office and/or the Arizona Attorney Generals Office, which may result in both civil and criminal penalties.

CANDIDATE FILING CHECKLIST
Prior to the end of the candidates filing period on May 26, 2010 and before the beginning of the filing period, a candidate/political committee must file EITHER a Statement of Organization OR $500 Threshold Exemption Statement.  Please Remember:  Either of these forms must be filed before accepting contributions, making expenditures, distributing campaign literature or circulating petitions. If the candidate has an exploratory committee, then the candidate, chairman, and treasurer must file an amended Statement of Organization to change the committee to a candidate’s campaign committee. This must be signed by the candidate and notarized. ***
The candidate-filing period begins April 26, 2010, at 8:00 a.m. and ends May 26, 2010; at 5:00 p.m. Candidates (or their representatives) must present ALL of the necessary paperwork (listed below) at the time of filing.  Candidates will be taken on a first-come, first-served basis.  The Elections/Special Districts’ staff processes the nominating papers the same day they are brought in even those presented late in the afternoon.  Please be prepared to wait into the evening, if necessary.  To avoid the wait, file early in the period. 

NECESSARY PAPERWORK CHECKLIST 

1. Nomination Paper, Affidavit of Qualification, and Campaign Finance Laws Statement

     (All three of these are on the same one-page form)

___Make sure to answer every question and fill in every blank
___Write the candidate’s name exactly how he or she wants it to be printed on the 

Ballot the candidate’s last name must appear first.  Nicknames are permissible as long as they do not suggest a title.

___The candidate must sign the form and have the signature notarized. ***
2.
Financial Disclosure Statement
___Signed & Notarized *** Financial Disclosure Statement covering the preceding 

      12-month period
3.
Nomination Petitions

___The candidate must file at least the minimum number of signatures required for the 

      Office sought and no more than the maximum number.  If there are too few, the

      Elections/Special Districts cannot accept the nomination papers.

___Each Petition is 14 inches wide by 8 ½ inches long. Originals are provided in 

      Candidate packets or can be obtained at the Elections Office.

___Check to see that the circulator portion of each petition is completed:

___Did the circulator print his or her name, actual address or description of place

      of residence, city or town, and County on the back of each petition?

___Did the circulator sign the back of each petition?

___Check to see that the signature portion of each petition is complete:

___Is there a date of signing for each signature?

___Is there a residence or mailing address including the city or town, or a

      description of the residence location, for each signature?

Elector signing shall complete the information 

(Every qualified elector signing a petition shall print his first and last names and write in the appropriate spaces following the signature, their residence address, giving street and number, and if he has no street address, a description of his residence location, and the date on which he is signing the petition.) 

NOTE: Signatures on petitions are not verified by this office, this is an office of filing only.  However, petition signatures are subject to challenge by other candidates or electors of the State of Arizona.  The Cochise County Recorder’s Office does have a public computer available during regular office hours for candidate’s to check signatures on petitions.  Nomination paper, affidavit of qualification, petitions and financial disclosure statements become public record once filed and are subject to inspection by the general public.

***The Elections/Special Districts staff will notarize forms, free of charge, if the signer presents picture identification.  Blank forms are available at the Elections/Special Districts Office.  If the candidate is present, forms can be filled out at the time of filing.

If you have any questions regarding this pamphlet or any of the forms, please do not hesitate to contact the Elections/Special Districts Office at (520) 432-8972. Voter registration forms can also be picked up at the Recorders Office. Voter Lists and Maps may be purchased from the Recorders as well.  For information regarding voter registration and early voting requests, please contact the Recorders Office at (520) 432-8354.

POSTING OF CAMPAIGN SIGNS

The Cochise County Elections/Special Districts Office is not responsible in any way for candidates’ political signs.  Any candidate/political committee wishing to post temporary political signs within a city limits must first check with each city on any ordinance or regulations for posting political signs.  Outside an incorporated area within the County signs shall not be placed in a manner that either obstructs or otherwise physically interferes with an official traffic sign, signal or device. (A.R.S.28-7093.A (8a)) Signs shall not be placed along county roads in right-of-way area that is maintained by the county.  Signs shall not physically interfere with the vision of drivers in approaching, merging or intersecting traffic or in the right of way along highways. (A.R.S.28-7093.A. (8.b)) School districts, personnel, equipment, material, building or other resources shall not be used for the purpose of influencing the outcome of elections.  Signs shall not be placed on trees or painted or drawn on rocks or other natural features.  For the posting of signs on private property, it is up to each candidate/political committee to contact the owner for permission. 

An authority having jurisdiction over the highways may remove or cause a sign to be removed, which could be considered a public nuisance, without notice (A.R.S.28-648.D).  It is a Class 2 misdemeanor for any person to knowingly remove, alter, deface or cover any political sign of any candidate for public office for the period commencing 45 days prior to a Primary Election and ending 7 days after the General Election (A.R.S. 16-1019.A).  This provision does not apply to the removal, alteration, defacing or covering of a political sign by the candidate or property owner and/or the authorized agent in support of whose election the sign was placed, with or without permission of the owner, or place in violation of state law, or county, city or town ordinance or regulation.  (A.R.S. 16-1019. B). 

Please Note: Political signs placed within 150 feet of a polling location must be removed prior to Election Day (A.R.S. 16-515 Notes of Decisions #4); a list of polling locations may be obtained from the Elections Department.  Outside of this 150 feet range, if still on property of the facility being used as a polling location, permission must be granted by the owner or person in charge of the facility.

CITY CONTACT NUMBERS

City of Benson 


City of Bisbee



City of Douglas

(520) 586-2245


(520) 432-6000


(520) 364-7501
Town of Huachuca City

City of Sierra Vista


City of Tombstone 

(520) 456-1354


(520) 458-3315


(520) 457-3562

City of Willcox
(520) 384-4271 

ELECTION 2010 - CONTACTS
COCHISE COUNTY ELECTIONS

Candidate Packets, Signature Requirements, Candidate Filing and Campaign Finance Filing, Election Day Information

Tom Schelling - Elections Director
Martha Domann – Elections Technician

Patricia Viverto – Voter Outreach/Special Districts

PO Box 223

Bisbee, Arizona 85603

(520) 432-8970

1-888-316-8065 Toll Free

tschelling@cochise.az.gov
mdomann@cochise.az.gov
pviverto@cochise.az.gov
COCHISE COUNTY RECORDER

Voter Registration Forms, Early Voting Request, Voter Lists, Maps

Christine Rhodes – Recorder

Sylvia Gruhn – Chief Deputy

1415 Melody Lane Bldg B
Bisbee, Arizona 85603

(520) 432-8354
1-888-457-4513 Toll Free

recorders@cochise.az.gov
SECRETARY OF STATE

Statewide offices, Legislative Offices, Clean Election Information, Campaign Finance Software

Ken Bennett, Secretary of State

Amy Bjelland, State Election Director





1700 W. Washington Street 7th Floor

Phoenix, Arizona 85007







(602) 542-8683 – Elections







(877) 843-8683 – Toll Free







(602) 364-1562 – Campaign Finance, Nancy Read



www.azsos.gov 
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